
Trent Bosch  
tenon gauge instructions   

Note: This is not a jaw to be used on your chuck. it is a gauge to help you 
develop a proper tenon.  

These tenon gauges allow you to precisely judge the shape of your tenon 
to make sure that you have the maximum holding power available for any 
given size jaw.  

to use the tenon gauge, develop your tenon to the size you anticipate 
needing and develop your preliminary shape. Then, use the tenon gauge to 
judge how well you have done and refine any necessary areas. 

the things that i think are important:  

1. the diameter of your tenon is correct. i usually judge this by taking a 
measurement of the distance between the jaws when they are open with 
a gap with about 1/4” between them.  

2. the face of the jaw needs to register up against a flat spot on the piece 
you are turning. therefore ,the depth of the tenon should not exceed 
the depth of the jaw. (note: it is very important that the face of the jaw 
is registered against the flat spot, but the bottom of the tenon does not 
need to make contact with the bottom of the chuck jaw.)  

3. The shape of your tenon needs to match the shape of your jaw. (ex. 
vicmarc chucks require a dovetail shaped tenon) 

the tenon gauge acts as a spare jaw which allows you determine whether 
the above guidelines have been met, before having to remove the piece and 
put it in the chuck only to find out that you had messed up somewhere.  

i have a short video that visually will give you a better understanding of 
exactly how the tenon gauge is used. it is an easy tool to use, but using it 
correctly is important to get the most out of it.  

if you have any questions about this tool or its use, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me.  

Check out www.trentbosch.com for other innovative tools. 

Happy Turning, 
 
Trent Bosch 
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